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Ahstract

The present study aimed at developing some EFL vocabulary skills
among secondary school students using Electronic Task-Based Learning
(ETBL). The participants of the study consisted of first year secondary
school students enrolled in Subk EI-Dahhak Secondary School, in
Menoufia Governorate (N=25). This study adopted one study group pre-
posttest design. Five main tools were used: An EFL Vocabulary Skills
checklist required for first year secondary school students, an EFL Pre- test
to measure some of the students’ vocabulary skills, an EFL Post-test to
measure some of the students’ vocabulary skills, an EFL vocabulary skills
rubric to score students' performance on the EFL vocabulary skills tests and
a Teacher's Guide. A quantitative data analysis was conducted. The mean
scores of the pre-posttests of the participants of the study were compared by
using t-test. ETBL was applied to the participants during the first semester
of the academic year 2019/2020. Results of the quantitative analysis
showed that the participants’ some EFL vocabulary skills were developed
significantly as a result of ETBL. Therefore, it can be concluded that ETBL
was effective in developing some EFL vocabulary skills among first year
secondary school students.

Keywords: EFL vocabulary skills, Electronic Task-Based Learning
(ETBL), Secondary school students.
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1-Introduction:

Language is one of the main features that a human being is
characterized with. It is considered as a social and individual phenomenon
that enables human beings to express their feelings, thoughts and culture. It
is also one of the significant elements that affects communication among
people. In the age of globalization where the world has become a small
village, people aim to teach each other language. English nowadays has
been recognized as a means of communication around the globe.

Vocabulary learning is an essential part in foreign language
learning. Vocabulary can be defined as "words we must know to
communicate effectively; words in speaking (expressive vocabulary) and
words in listening (receptive vocabulary)" (Neuman & Dwyer, 2009, p.
385). Productive vocabulary is the words that the learners understand and
can pronounce correctly and use constructively in speaking and writing
(Stuart, 2005). Receptive vocabulary refers to words that learners
recognize and understand when they are used in context, but which they
cannot produce. It is vocabulary that learners recognize when they see or
meet in reading text but do not use in speaking and writing (Stuart, 2009).

The relationship between vocabulary knowledge and language use
is described as complementary: knowledge of vocabulary enables
language use and, conversely, language use leads to an increase in
vocabulary knowledge (Nation, 2001). It is almost impossible to learn a
language without words; even communication between human beings is
based on words. Both teachers and students agree that acquisition of the
vocabulary is a central factor in teaching a language (Walters, 2004).

Learning new vocabulary takes place through teachers in class,
through classmates, or through teaching material. Students sometimes do
not try to find new vocabulary through independent learning, and this
phenomenon can be considered as a learning constraint of students. The
main role of teachers in the classroom is to explain new words to
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students and build students' independence to develop their vocabulary
skills (Hedge, 2001). The words needed in communication are actually
basic knowledge. The more relevant words the language learners know,
the better for them (Susanto, Ab Halim & Nuwrun, 2019).

Holmberg and Muwwakki (2020) pointed out that it is important for
teachers to bring curiosity in their classrooms, as they also endeavor to do
something about it. They need to strive to make their classrooms safe places
for students to communicate. They are willing to engage with students in a
manner outside of their normative comfort zone .They continuously seek out
creative ways to help all their students speak, be heard, learn, and grow. This
environment can be achieved through using technology in learning especially
through using electronic task-based learning.

Using technology in education is increasingly penetrating the
various disciplines. So all modern educational insinuations try to embed
the use of technology in their curricula hoping to improve the quality and
effectiveness of the learning experience offered to their students.
Technology also provides both students and teachers with various ways
of networking, sharing and collaborating in real-time.

Electronic —task based learning is considered as a type of technology-
mediated learning which improves students’ learning achievement, learning
motivation and learning autonomy. It also enhances students’ creativity and
leadership. Lopes (2019) asserted that technology-mediated Task- Based
Learning (TBL) provides communication contexts closer to real life, as well
as the opportunity for collaboration and mutual assistance. It also helps in
attracting students' attention; motivating them through interactive activities;
enriching vocabulary. In addition, it helps in the development of independent
work habits and confidence about using technology in meeting their own
learning needs and learning while having fun.

Many researchers asserted the importance of electronic task-based
learning such as: Yang, Chen, & Jeng (2010), Ganyaupfu (2013),
Tejedo-Romero, Rosa, Corcoles & Ponce (2015), Makransky & Lilleholt
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(2018), Ogbonna, Ibezim & Obi (2019), Chien, Hwang & Jong (2020).
They mentioned that it:

= provides an opportunity to cope with the problem of lacking
language learning contexts and social presence,

= provides an interactive scene that simulates the real environment,

= gives students a realistic learning experience that has great
potential for enhancing their learning achievement,

= provides a relaxed atmosphere that enhanced target language use,
the activation of learners’ needs as well as interaction skills and

= transforms mental learning into behavior. As the learner isn’t
expected to memorize information, rather he is expected to
exercise mental constructions of practical tasks, while trying to
complete it. In other words, it is a result of passing to learning
from teaching, by expression.

2- Prohlem:

In spite of the importance of some EFL vocabulary skills, there is
still a lack in the first year secondary students' EFL vocabulary skills at
Subk El-Dahhak, Menoufia Governorate. The problem of the study was
identified through previous studies, pilot study and personal experience.
Therefore, this study was an attempt to use electronic task-based learning
(ETBL) to develop some of their EFL vocabulary skills.

To face this problem, the present study attempted to answer the
following questions:

1- What are the EFL vocabulary skills required for first year
secondary school students?

2- What are the features of the Electronic Task-Based Learning
(ETBL) for developing some EFL vocabulary skills among first
year secondary school students?

3- To what extent does the ETBL develop some EFL vocabulary
skills among first year secondary school students?

_—— [F0]
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3- Method:
a) Design:
This study adopted one study group pre-post test design.

b) Participants:

The participants of the present study were selected from first year
secondary school students; at Subk ElI-Dahhak, in Menoufia Governorate
during the first semester of the academic year 2019/2020. They were
selected to be the experimental group. They were (25) females and their
age ranged from 16 to 17 years old.

c) Instruments and Materials:

The present study used five main instruments and materials in order
to determine how ETBL was effective:

1- An EFL vocabulary Skills Checklist required for first year
secondary school students.

2- An EFL Pre-test to measure students’ vocabulary skills before
intervention.

3- An EFL Post-test to measure students’ vocabulary skills after
intervention.

4- An EFL vocabulary skills rubric to score students' performance on
the EFL vocabulary skills tests.

5- A teacher's guide.

4- Delimitations:
This study is delimited to the following:

a) First year secondary school students enrolled in Subk El-
Dahhak, Menoufia Governorate (N = 25).

b) Some EFL vocabulary skills required for the first year
secondary school students.

c) Using WhatsApp.

d) Using English Practice Conversation Application.
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9- Significance:
To students:

The significance of the present study lies in helping first year
secondary school students to:

a) develop their EFL vocabulary skills.

b) converse freely and fluently.

c) increase their attendance, attitude, and self-reliance.

d) co-create their learning environment.

e) solve real-life problems such as those in their professional contexts.

To teachers:

The significance of the present study lies in helping teachers to:

a) provide teachers with a new approach for enhancing vocabulary skills.
b) build good teacher-student relationship.
c) be able to overcome the individual differences that their students have.

6- Procedures:
The following procedures were followed to carry out the present study:

1- Identifying some EFL vocabulary skills required for first
year secondary school students through:

a) reviewing literature and previous studies related to EFL
vocabulary skills.

b) preparing a checklist of some EFL vocabulary skills required for
first year secondary school students

c) submitting this checklist to a jury to verify its validity.

d) modifying and setting the checklist in its final form according to
the jury’s suggestions.

2- Identifying the features of the Electronic Task-Based
Learning (ETBL) through:

a) reviewing literature and previous studies related to both ETBL and
some EFL vocabulary skills.
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b) identifying the objectives, content, activities, roles of the
researcher and students and evaluation techniques that would be
used on the treatment.

c) designing the instruments of the study.

d) submitting the instruments to a jury to verify its validity.

e) modifying and setting the instruments in its final form according
to the jury’s suggestions.

3- Identifying the effectiveness of the ETBL in developing
students’ some EFL vocabulary skills through:

a) assigning participants of first year secondary school students into
one experimental group.

b) administering the EFL vocabulary skills test to the participants of
study (pre-test).

c) implementing the ETBL to the participants of study.

d) administering the EFL vocabulary test to the participants of study
after implementing ETBL (post-test).

1- Hypothesis:

There was a statistically significant difference between the mean
scores of the study participants in some EFL vocabulary skills in the pre-
posttest applications in favor of the post application.

The following table presents the students' mean scores, standard
deviations, t-value and level of significance of the study participants in
the pre-posttest applications in favor of the post application.

Table (1): Results of t-test between pre-posttest applications of
some EFL vocabulary skills:

Application . t-Value

Vocabulary
skills
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As shown in table (1), the mean scores of the study participants in
the post application of the overall vocabulary skills were higher than
their scores in the EFL vocabulary pre-test ,where t-value is (22.289),
which is significant at the (0.01) level. Consequently, this hypothesis
was affirmed.

After introducing the results of the current study statistically, this
result is presented using graphs as follows.

Vocabulary skills

Epre Hpost

1C-AQA
15.UUU

Figure (1): The mean scores of the pre-post assessments of some
EFL vocabulary skills of the participants of the study.

Developing the study participants' some EFL vocabulary skills
was through the use of some technological materials and activities. The
task was “A Plan for a trip to the beach”. The task lasted for two sessions
in one week. The students were guided by the researcher during three
stages of ETBL. The three stages are pre-task, task cycle and language
focus. In groups, they gathered information about the topic. They were
asked to present the presentation in front of the whole group. Then, they
uploaded it on the Conversation Page on What'sApp.

The study participants were asked to share their videos with their
group members. They also used English Conversation Practice
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Application. Consequently, the study participants' some EFL vocabulary
skills were developed greatly in the post-assessment of the EFL
vocabulary test than the pre assessment due to the effect of ETBL.

These results were consistent with some previous studies (e.g.
Arora, Joshi, Koshy, & Tewari (2017), Chien, Hwang & Jong (2020)
which proved the great contribution of ETBL to developing some
vocabulary skills

8- Discussion of the findings:

The findings of the study hypothesis revealed that there was a
statistically significant difference between the mean scores of the study
participants in overall some EFL vocabulary skills in the pre-test
application and the post-test application in favor of the post-application. As
indicated in Table (1), the study participants showed more development in
their EFL vocabulary skills in the post -assessment than the pre-assessment.
Such development supported and confirmed the hypothesis.

This result could be attributed to many factors. The first factor was
related to the nature of ETBL, which included some aspects and tools for
developing some EFL vocabulary skills. Firstly, ETBL was helpful in:
providing authentic content in vocabulary skills, which helped in
improving these skills. ETBL also assisted the students to change their
concept about learning English language in general and some EFL
vocabulary skills in particular; that helped them to turn from passive
learners into active learners. Also, ETBL helped the teacher to turn from
lecturer into monitor, guider and more helper to the students.

Accordingly, the students become more autonomous and
responsible for their learning and this is the ultimate goal of the ETBL.
In addition, working in groups helped them to converse freely, learn
from each other, and evaluate themselves and the other groups. This- in
its turn- may contribute to develop some of the EFL vocabulary skills
among first year secondary school students.
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9- Conclusions:

It can be concluded that the participants’ EFL vocabulary skills
were developed as a result of receiving ETBL. This means that ETBL
was effective in achieving the aim of the present study. The effectiveness
of ETBL may be due to depending on one of the new technologies that
has gained prominent importance recently. Previous research had proved
that technology in general has a significant and effective role in EFL
learning and teaching. Accordingly, the starting point from which this
study was based was the increasing emphasis on the outstanding role of
technology in EFL learning and the great gains from incorporating it into
EFL contexts.

The justifications for choosing the variables of the present study
are as follows: Firstly, choosing some EFL vocabulary skills was
justified by the lack of these skills among the participants of study as
revealed by the pilot study and the results of the related studies.
Moreover, choosing first year secondary school students was justified by
the fact that it is the year at which the students face English as a new
paradigm in their life, study English skills in a way they did not
encounter before. Therefore, it is not accepted for those students to start
their secondary stage with lack in some EFL vocabulary skills.

Accordingly, the researcher began to search for a suitable method
for improving such students' EFL vocabulary skills. And due to the
proved results of technology in general and ETBL in particular on
developing these skills as indicated by previous research, the researcher
decided to choose ETBL approach to develop the students' vocabulary
skills. In the light of the findings of the present study, the following
conclusions can be imbedded: The study participants showed a great
development in some EFL vocabulary skills. Consequently, it can be
concluded that ETBL was found to be effective in developing some EFL
vocabulary skills to the participants.

R ———————— I
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10- Recommendations:

Based on the results of the present study, the following

recommendations can be offered:

1-

4-

5-

6-

7-
8-

Electronic Task-Based Learning (ETBL) should be implemented
in teaching EFL vocabulary skills to students at the second and the
third year of the secondary stage.

ETBL should be applied not only in EFL vocabulary course but
also in all other language skills courses.

Teaching should be turned from being teacher-centered to learner
oriented in which learners become more involved in and
responsible for their learning and become self-autonomous.
Self-assessment and peer-assessment should be applied in
evaluative system.

Teachers and learners should receive advanced training on making
use of the benefits of technology.

The learning environment should be enthusiastic.

The schools' IT infrastructure should receive more attention.
Teachers should pay attention to select various tasks that include
different patterns of interaction features.

11- Suggestions for further research

Based on the findings of the present study, the researcher suggests

that the following researches should be carried out:

1-

Investigating the effect of Electronic Task-Based Learning
(ETBL) on improving EFL vocabulary skills among other
categories of learners other than the participants of study.
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2- Testing the impact of ETBL on improving other language skills

such as listening, reading and writing.

3- Figuring out the effect of ETBL on improving EFL in-service
teachers' language teaching skills.

4- Replicating this study to confirm the results of the present study.

5- Investigating the effectiveness of other technology applications on
the EFL vocabulary skills among student teachers at the Faculties
of Education.

6- Comparing the effect of technology-based approaches versus
traditional approaches to develop some EFL vocabulary skills.
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