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AbstractD

This study is based on the belief of the importance of teacher
education and professional development regarding understanding
giftedness and nurturing the gifted. It aimed at designing a professional
training program for understanding giftedness with contents according to
current theories in the field, and examining its effectiveness in improving
pre-service teachers’ attitudes toward special gifted education. The
results confirmed the effectiveness of the implemented professional
program, where t value was found to be statistically significant for the
difference between the means in pre-test and post-test of attitudes for the
experimental group in favor of the post test at 0=.01(t= 21.06, p= 0.000).
Additionally, t value for the difference between the means of the two
group in post-test, experimental and control, was statistically significant
at.01 in favor of the experimental group at a=.01 (t= 12.96, p= 0.000).
Therefore, the researcher recommended that teacher education programs
include required core courses about giftedness and gifted education, as
pre-test showed misconception about giftedness and ambivalent attitudes
toward gifted education. In addition, contents of this program can be
used as basis of a promising workshop for in-service teachers to update
their knowledge and help them establish a solid philosophy for
supporting the gifted. It is also recommended that future studies
investigate new ways in such professional development programs for
enhancing clear understanding of giftedness such as open distant
discussion with no timeframe using applications of technology, groups
of WhatsApp application in smart phones as an example.



