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The Effect of Using the Concept Maps Strategy in the Development of
Reading Comprehension Skills at the Creative Level

for Sixth Grade Students in Saudi Arabia

Abstract

The study attempted to trace the effect of using the concept maps
strategy in the development of reading comprehension skills at the
creative level for sixth grade students in Saudi Arabia by answering the
following questions:

Are there any statistically significant differences (o = 0.05) in the
sixth grade students’ performance in the reading comprehension skills
test at the creative level which are attributed to the teaching method
(conceptual maps / usual way)?

Are there any statistically significant differences (o = 0.05) in the
performance of sixth grade students in the creative level skills
(expansion, originality, flexibility, fluency) in reading comprehension¢

The study sample consisted of (60) students in the city of Hail
from the sixth elementary grade divided into two groups; (30) students in
the control group, and (30) students in the experimental group. The
semi—empirical approach was used and the study tool, which is the
achievement test, was built, and the test’s integrity was confirmed
through the sincerity of the arbitrators, and then the reliability coefficient
was calculated using the internal consistency way by using Cronbach
Alpha equation, and the overall reliability coefficient reached (0.85).

Results of the study showed that there are statistically significant

differences (a = 0.05) in the performance of the sixth elementary grade
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students in the reading comprehension skills test at the creative level
attributed to the concept maps teaching method and in favor of the
experimental group. Results of the study also showed that there are
statistically significant differences in the performance averages of the two
groups in reading comprehension skills at the creative level depending on
the method of teaching in expansion, fluency, originality, flexibility and in
favor of the experimental group who has studied using the concept
maps.

Among the most important recommendations that the study
reached is its emphasis to those in charge of composing textbooks and
those in charge of the preparation of curricula for various study courses
to build them in accordance with the creative basis including creative

level skills in the curricula through activities designed for this purpose.

Key words: concept maps, reading comprehension, creative level.
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